
REBECCA BELL-MARTIN
Ave. Eugenio Garza Sada 2501 ⋄ Monterrey, Nuevo León, México

rebecca.bell.martin@tec.mx ⋄ +1 562-508-5710 (US) ⋄ rebeccabellmartin.com

APPOINTMENTS

School of Social Sciences and Government, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2019 - present
Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Relations

Center for US - Mexican Studies, University of California, San Diego
Senior Scholar 2024 - present
Visiting Scholar 2022 - 2024

EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy - Political Science May 2019
Brown University

• Fields: Comparative Politics (distinction), International Relations (distinction)

Master of Arts - Political Science 2013 - 2015
Brown University
Master of Arts - International Studies 2011 - 2013
Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver
Bachelor of Arts - Political Science, Cultural Anthropology and Spanish 2002 - 2006
Whittier College

RESEARCH

Agenda
Latin American regional security; citizen political responses to criminal violence; civilian self-protection during
violent conflict; high-risk altruism and political behavior

Book Manuscript - It could have been me: Violence, empathy and civic engagement in Mexico
Mixed methods analysis of the relationship between exposure to violence and civic engagement. Based on field
research in Mexico, it posits a new theory explaining (i) why exposure to violence provokes some but not all
citizens to civic action and (ii) why only some violent events have this effect. Proposal available upon request.

Peer-Reviewed Articles

• Stereotypes and scandals: Politician gender and public judgments about scandal in Mexico,
with Fernanda Quintanilla Domı́nguez (student co-author) and Brett Bessen. 2025. Research and Politics,
12(4), online.

• Empathy and attitudes toward protecting migrants from criminal violence, with Alejandro Dı́az
– Domı́nguez. 2024. Latin American Policy, 15, 99 – 128.

• Staying power: Strategies for weathering criminal violence in marginal neighborhoods of
Medelĺın and Monterrey, with Jerome Marston, 2023. Latin American Research Review, 58(4), 817
– 836. LARR - University of Florida Article Award Honorable Mention

• Confronting selection bias: The normative and empirical risks of data collection in violent
contexts, with Jerome Marston, 2021. Geopolitics 26(1), 159 – 192

• The unmasked electorate: Co-partisanship, personal experience, and perceptions of COVID-19
risk in Mexico, with Alejandro Dı́az-Domı́nguez, 2021. La Revista Latinoamericana de Opinión Pública
10(2), 137 – 162



Editor-Reviewed Publications

• Bootstrap justice: The search for Mexico’s disappeared, Book Review, 2023. Perspectives on
Politics, 21(4), 1515 - 1517

• Experimentally testing ethnographic insights: Benefits, challenges and considerations, 2022.
APSA Qualitative and Multi-Method Research Symposium (lead article) 19(2), 2 – 7

• Migration research in violent areas, with Jerome Marston, 2022. Routledge History of Modern Latin
American Migration. Edited by Andreas E. Feldmann, Xochitl Bada, Jorge Durand, Stephanie Schütze.
Routledge, 412 – 425

Works in Progress

• Shared survival: How civilians learn and transmit self-protection (with Jerome Marston)
Conditional Accept

• Brokering justice: States, advocates and victims in Mexico
Preparing for submission

• Overkill: Understanding the spectacle of violence during conflict (with Jerome Marston)
Working paper

• Troops, trust and tasks: Explaining support for military governance in Mexico (with Daira Arana
Aguilar - student co-author, Brett Bessen and Perla Lépez Escorcia - student co-author)
Working paper

AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS

Awards

• Distinguished Professor Award, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2025
• Distinguished Professor Award, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2024
• Latin American Research Review - University of Florida Article Award, Honorable Mention 2024
• Intellectual Vitality in Research Award, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2023
• Outstanding Contributions to Teaching, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2023
• P. Terrence Hopmann Award for Excellence in Teaching, Brown University 2015

Fellowships and Grants

• American Political Science Association Centennial Research Grant, $2000 2025
• Tecnológico de Monterrey Faculty Research Grant, $3500 2025
• Tecnológico de Monterrey Faculty Development Grant, $4500 2025
• Tecnológico de Monterrey Faculty Research Grant, $3500 2024
• Watson Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Studies Seed Grant, $3000 2021
• FEMSA Foundation Grant, $40000 2025
• Brown University Dissertation Completion Award, $30,700 2018
• Sheridan Center Proctorship in Academic Administration, $25,000 - declined 2018
• Brown University Interdisciplinary Opportunities Fellowship, $25,000 2017
• Mellon Foundation and Cogut Brown-in-the-World Research Grant, $5,000 2017
• Brown University Dissertation Research Fellowship, $30,000 2016
• National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Education and Research Training Fellowship ($33,000) 2015
• Watson Institute Graduate Program in Development Research Grant, $5,500 2015
• Joukowsky Research Award, $1600 2015
• Population Studies Training Center Research Grant, $1900 2015



CONFERENCES AND INVITATIONS

Conferences (selected)

• American Political Science Association 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2024, 2025
• The Politics of Victimization Conference, Harvard University 2024, 2025
• International Studies Association 2016, 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023
• Latin American Studies Association 2016, 2021, 2024
• Midwest Political Science Association 2018, 2019, 2020
• Illicit Economies and Extra-Legal Actors Conference 2021, 2022
• Political Science Conference of el Tecnológico de Monterrey 2023, 2024
• American Association of Behavioral and Social Sciences 2017
• Unequal Security in the Americas Conference, Brown University 2016

Invitations (selected)

• “Violence and Society: Political Responses from Latin America” Pardee School of Global Studies, Boston
University 9/2024

• “Political Consequences of Empathy amid Criminal Violence: Experimental Evidence”, Escuela de Gobierno
y Transformación Pública 5/2024

• ”“Futuros democráticos en medio de la inseguridad” (Keynote Address) Congreso de la Triada, Monterrey
11/2023

• “It could have been me: Violence, empathy and civic engagement in Mexico,” Center for US – Mexico
Studies, University of California, San Diego 1/2023

• Violence, Empathy and Civic Engagement in Mexico School of Politics and International Relations, Univer-
sity College Dublin 3/2023

• Conceptualizing a Spectrum of Victimization Latin American Politics Reading Group, University of Chicago
4/2023

• “Organized Crime and Political Economy in Mexico” School of Global Policy and Strategy, University of
California, San Diego 5/2023

• “Mixed Methods and Causal Inference” FLACSO, México 6/2023

PUBLIC AND POLICY ENGAGEMENT

Experience

• United States Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary of Defense for Policy 2013
Rosenthal Policy Fellow and Mexico Country Expert, Office of Americas’ Security Affairs

Commentary

• “Local communities know best how to cope with gang violence. Aid sector should take note”
(with Jerome Marston), The New Humanitarian 6/12/2023

• “Centering civil society” in Reimagining the future of US - Mexico Security Cooperation
Mexico Violence Resource Project 2/9/2021

• ”Ve preocupante pérdida de derechos civiles” Periódico AM 6/17/2020

Appearances

• “Hopeful politics for dark times: Scientific evidence, The July Society 2/2025
• “¿Por qué aumenta la inseguridad?”, Sistema de Información Urbana Metropolitana 2024
• ”Five myths about organized crime and other things you should know” The Jane Club 2/21/2024
• ”’Alguien tiene que hacerlo’ and the future of police reform in Mexico” Municipal Commission for Citizen
Security, Morelia, Michoacán 9/7/2023

• Subject-matter expert, Violence and politics in Mexico Podcast El Rumor 2/9/2022
• The role of institutions in the US – Mexico relationship U.S. – Mexico Foundation, Center for Binational
Institutions 9/30/2021

• “Voter turnout in Mexico’s 2021 midterm elections, Radio Concepto Radial: Moneda al Aire 4/13/2021



TEACHING

Training

• Certificate in Inclusive Course Design, Brown University 2018
• Certificate in Teaching, Brown University 2017

Instructor, el Tecnológico de Monterrey
Courses taught in English and Spanish

• Senior Thesis in Public Policy Seminar (B.A.) 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026
• Global Challenges in International Affairs (B.A.) 2023, 2024
• Preparing the Dissertation Proposal (Ph.D.) 2023
• Diversity in a Globalized World (B.A.) 2022, 2023, 2024
• Citizenship and Democracy in Mexico (B.A.) 2022
• Introduction to Social Sciences (B.A.) 2021, 2022
• Citizen Participation in Public Policy (M.A.) 2021
• Research Design for Public Policy (M.A.) 2020
• Qualitative Methods for Public Policy (Ph.D.) 2021, 2022, 2024
• Mixed Methods Research (Ph.D.) 2020

Instructor, Brown University

• War, States, and Human Rights (B.A.) 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

Advising, Tecnológico de Monterrey

• BA in Public Policy: Primary advisor to the Senior thesis in Public Policy seminar
• MA in Public Policy: Noé Pérez (grad. 11-2020); Karla Mej́ıa González (grad. 01-2021);
Gabriela Sandoval (grad. 03-2021); Clarissa Guevara (grad. 08-2022); Juan Dionicio Loza (exp. 05-2026)

• PhD in Public Policy: Dulce Mariscal Nava (grad. 09-2023); Daira Arana Aguilar (grad. 06-2025);
Magdalena Garćıa (exp. 06-2026); Montserrat Mart́ınez Téllez (exp. 12-2026)

SERVICE

University Service

• Promotion Review Committee, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2023 - 2026
• Fellowship Selection Committee, Center for US – Mexican Studies, UCSD 2023 - 2025
• Institutional Review Board (Founding Member), Tecnológico de Monterrey 2021 - 2023
• Academic Mentor Program, MA Public Policy, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2020 - 2022
• Admissions Committee, MA Public Policy, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2019 - 2022
• Admissions Committee, PhD Public Policy, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2019 - 2020
• Faculty Search Committee, Tecnológico de Monterrey 2019
• Committee on Diversity and Inclusion, Watson Institute for Intl. Studies, Brown University 2018 - 2019

Community Service

• Academic Mentor, Social Mobility and Education Initiative Fundación BBVA México 2023 - 2024

Referee

• Peer review: American Political Science Review, Colombia Internacional, Comparative Politics, Compara-
tive Political Studies, ConFines de Relaciones Internacionales, Democratization, European Journal of Politics
and Gender, Latin American Policy, Latin American Research Review, Perspectives on Politics, Poĺıtica y
Gobierno, PS: Political Science and Politics, Third World Quarterly, World Development

• Award Committee: Latin American Research Review - University of Florida Article Award (2024)


